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Vexed by pro perty tax systems

Survey: Llers see
them as outdated
and inefficient

BY JONATHAN LAMANTIA

jonathan.lamantia@newsday.com

A survey of Long Island
homeowners showed wide-
spread frustration with the Nas-
sau and Suffolk property tax
systems and significant con-
cerns about how taxes raise the
cost of homeownership.

About 43% of respondents
said they thought their county’s
property tax system was inaccu-
rate and outdated, while another
34% responded it was somewhat
accurate but inefficient, accord-
ing to an online poll of 164 prop-
erty owners on Long Island con-
ducted by Ownwell, an Austin,
Texas-based company that helps
homeowners appeal property
tax assessments.

Of the remaining respon-
dents, 18% said they were neu-
tral on their county’s property
tax system and about 5% said it
was accurate and well-man-
aged.

Significant concern on LI

Property taxes are a signifi-
cant concern in Nassau and Suf-
folk counties, where homeown-
ers pay among the highest prop-
erty taxes in the country. The
counties are among 16 in the
United States where the aver-
age property tax bill is $10,000
or more, according to a Tax
Foundation analysis of 2023 cen-
sus data.

About 62% of respondents
on Long Island said they had

The Nassau County Department of Assessment in Mineola fields questions about Llers' property taxes.

grieved their tax assessments
in the past. In Nassau County;, it
was 81%; in Suffolk, it was 43%.

“That’s the highest we’ve
seen anywhere,” Pace said of
the Long Island survey results.

It’s far higher than the 22% of
homeowners who say they
grieved their tax assessments
in a national Ownwell survey.

He attributed the higher per-
centage on Long Island to the
ease of the process compared
with other areas and outreach
from lawmakers to educate resi-
dents about the process.

There’s also motivation to
avoid shouldering a greater tax
burden. About 91% of Long Is-
land respondents said they be-
lieve homeowners who didn’t
file grievances were negatively
affected.

That has led many to file
grievances. Nearly 60% of Nas-
sau homeowners filed a griev-
ance of their property assess-
ment last year, and about 8 in
10 of those filers won settle-
ments, Newsday previously re-
ported.

Jeff Gold, a Bellmore-based
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attorney and former Nassau
County Assessment Review
Commissioner, said the wide-
spread inaccuracy of Nassau
homeowners’ tax assessments
and the thousands of letters
sent by property tax reduction
companies had increased aware-
ness of the grievance process.

He said the survey’s findings
were in line with opinions he’s
heard from the more than
40,000 members of a Facebook
group where he provides infor-
mation on the Nassau County
tax grievance process.

“It’s become a very easy
process, very well advertised,
and the county, by not keeping
the tax rolls accurate, encour-
ages it,” Gold said.

About 96% of respondents
said they were concerned
about the long-term affordabil-
ity of owning a home on Long
Island due to property tax in-
creases, including 65% who re-
sponded they were extremely
concerned.

Unhappy with high taxes

That shouldn’t come as a
shock given the area’s high
property taxes, said Lawrence
Levy, executive dean of Hofstra
University’s National Center
for Suburban Studies.

But he questioned whether
the 43% who characterized
their county’s tax assessment
system as outdated and ineffi-
cient had issues with the assess-
ment system overall or their
own property taxes.

“Most of those people are
probably saying the taxes
they’re paying are too high,” he
said.

Irv Miljoner is among those
extremely concerned about
property taxes on Long Island.
The 73-year-old Oceanside resi-
dent says he pays too much in
property taxes decades after
his children graduated from
schools and he would like to
see greater exemptions for se-
niors. He also worries that ris-
ing property taxes could moti-
vate his daughter and her chil-
dren to move away.

“If seniors can’t age in place
and young adults can’t afford to
stay here where they were
raised, then there’s a real exis-
tential crisis,” Miljoner said.

IRS boosts limits on 401(k) contributions

The Associated Press

Americans will be allowed to
contribute more of their money
to 401(k) and similar retirement
saving plans next year.

The IRS said Thursday the
maximum contribution that an
individual can make in 2026 to a
401(k), 403(b) and most 457
plans will be $24,500. That’s up
from $23,500 this year.

People aged 50 and over, who
have the option to make addi-
tional “catch-up” contributions
to 401(k) and similar plans, will

be able to contribute up to
$8,000 next year, up from $7,500
this year. That’s means a 401(k)
saver who is 50 or older will be
able to contribute a maximum
of $32,500 to their retirement
plan annually, starting in 2026.

Workers between the ages of
60 and 63 will be allowed catch-
up retirement plan contribu-
tions of up to $11,250 annually,
unchanged from this year.

The IRS also raised the 2026
annual contribution limits on in-
dividual retirement arrange-
ments, or IRAs, to $7500, up

from $7000 this year. The IRA
“catch-up” contribution limit
will include an annual cost of liv-
ing adjustment of $100, increas-
ing it to $1,100 in 2026.

The changes, among others
announced by the IRS, make it
easier for retirement savers who
use these types of tax-advan-
taged plans to set aside more of
their income toward building
their nest egg. That’s especially
helpful for older workers who
got started saving for retirement
later in life and can benefit from
higher contribution limits.

Boosting the contribution
rate on a 401(k) or IRA plan,
even by 1%, can make a big dif-
ference over 10 or 20 years, as-
suming the saver remains em-
ployed and making contribu-
tions the entire time.

The IRS also increased for
2026 the income ranges for de-
termining whether someone is
eligible to make deductible con-
tributions to traditional IRAs,
Roth IRAs or to claim the
“saver’s credit,” also known as
the retirement savings contribu-
tions credit.

Taxpayers can deduct contri-
butions to a traditional IRA if
they meet certain conditions. If
during the year either the tax-
payer or the taxpayer’s spouse
was covered by a retirement
plan at work, the deduction may
be reduced, or phased out, until
it is eliminated, depending on fil-
ing status and income.

The average balance on a
401(k) account was $137,800 in
the second quarter, up 8% from
a year earlier and 32% from the
same quarter in 2020, according
to Fidelity Investments.



